  American Government 2010-2011
“And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.”

~ John F. Kennedy
Welcome to American Government. This is a semester-long course that will help you better understand our government structure, purpose and how it applies to your daily life. How do YOU fit into this structure? Before you can answer this, it is important to understand our Constitution that established our government. Therefore, we will use the Constitution as a springboard for all the components in this course. 
As we look through the Constitution, you will develop and strengthen your critical and analytical skills using this document as well as other historical sources-both primary (produced at the time of the historical event) and secondary (produced after the fact). By using evidence presented in these sources, you will be encouraged to formulate an argumentative position.  

We will complete the following by the end of the semester: 

· Unit I: Purposes and Foundations of Government (400 pts) 

· Unit II: Structure and Function of Government  (590 pts) 

· Unit III: Citizenship and the Political Process (555 pts)
· Final Exam (200 pts)
*Remember to adequately pace yourself to ensure course completion-In other words, DON’T WASTE YOUR TIME. If you are confused or unclear, notify your instructor immediately. 
THE NUTS AND BOLTS 

1 . Classroom Materials/Resources
Digital Learning Lab (DL), memory stick, and a pen to take notes as you complete the reading. The course can be accessed through http://americangovernment.yolasite.com/ -  All your assignments are required to be sent to your instructor using your Brady Gmail account. 
2. Assignments
There will be a total of 38 Assignments. You must complete all the assignments in order to meet the Colorado State Standards. Please complete the assignments in chronological order to avoid confusion. 
3. Quizzes and Exams 

There are approximately 5 quizzes throughout the course. The other assessments consist of a unit project in lieu of an exam.  
4. Extra Credit

Extra credit is just that, "Extra". Therefore, it is required that you complete your regularly assigned work first. Your notes will be extra credit work that will help enhance your grade from your regularly assigned work. Your notes must be submitted at the end of each session for credit.    

5. Policies: 
· Tardies/Absences-Please arrive to class on time.  If you are late to class, remember that you are distracting others. Therefore, please enter the room as quietly as possible in order to minimize distraction. Remember to sign in everyday!  

· Grading- There are a total of 1745 points for this course. 
· There will be mandatory rotations and you will be given a .25 credit for your attendance AND participation. 
Grade Scale : A= 1570.5 - 1745,           B= 1396 -1570,        C= 1221.5 – 1395.5
We all are expected to always exercise the BRADY B's: 
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Now that you have read and understood the class syllabus and expectations, let’s move on to the first unit.  (
1.  Be Respectful 


2. Be Responsible


3. Be Safe


4. Be Excellent











